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Events

BA BusnessInformation Worksh
Hear about the many loan programs and
businessplanning services availablefrom
the SBA.

Saturday, March 26, 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Greater Westerly-Pawcatuck Area
Chamber of Commerce

One Chamber Way, Westerly, R.I.

Friday, April 8, 9:00 a.m. - Noon:
Central Rhodeldand Chamber of Commerce
3288 Post Road, Warwick, R.I.

Tuesday, April 12, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Pawtucket Public Library

13 Summer Street, Pawtucket, R.I.

Theworkshopsareoffered free of charge.
Register by calling (401) 528-4561, or
online at www.sba.gov/ri and select the
Online Seminar Registrationslink.

Selecting a Retirement Plan For
Your Small Business
Presented by SBA and Fidelity | nvestments
Wednesday, March 30, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Kirkbrae Country Club
197 Old River Road, Lincoln, R.I.

L earn about retirement plan options and
resour ces available. Freeworkshop
includes buffet dinner. Register by calling
(800) 742-1567 Ext. 55555
(Seedory and reggtration informeation on Page4)

How to Obtain 90 Per cent Financing

for Commercial Real Estate
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn
about an attractive, low interest financ-
ing option for commercial real estate and
equipment. Fee: $20.00

Thursday, April 7, 8:00 a.m. - Noon
Kirkbrae Country Club

197 Old River Road, Lincoln, R.I.
(Seedtory and regidration infor mation on Page3)
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Charles E. Summers, Jr. appointed
SBA Regional Administrator

CharlesE. Summers, J., a
former state senator from
Maine, has been appointed
adminigtrator in Region | to
oversee the U.S. Smdl Business
Adminigration’s programs and
sarvicesin the sx New England
states.

“I am thrilled to have Charlie
Summers heading up our
Region | office” said SBA
Adminigtrator Hector V.
Barreto. “His close interaction
with federd and State agencies,
military ingalaions, veterans
service organizations and key
business |leaders have made him
an effective and compassionate
advocate. Hewill servethe
SBA and New England smdll
businesses extremdy well,”
Barreto added.

Summers grew up in his
family’ s hotd busness and later
managed motds in Bangor and
South Portland, Maine, before
owning and running hisown
smdl business. 1n 1990,
Summers entered public service
asasenator in the Maine
legidature. There he served on
the Joint Standing Committee
on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife,
Legd Affars, and Taxaion.

U.S. Senator Olympia
Snow, who now chairsthe
Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship,

Charles E. Summers, Jr.
Regional Administrator

recruited Summersto run her sate
operations in 1995, tapping his skills as
a strong advocate for Mainers who
needed help navigating federd agencies
and as atrusted adviser to the Senator.
Summers o sarves as a public
affarsofficer inthe U.S. Naval Re-
serve. When terrorists attacked on
September 11, 2001, Summers was
recalled to active duty as an aideto the
secretary of the Navy in the Pentagon
in support of the globa war on terror-
ism. Currently, Summers serves as
training officer for Naval Reserve,
Navy Information Unit 101, Fifth Feet.
“Asaformer amdl business owner,
| know well the chalenges faced by

Summers
Continued on Page 2
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American entrepreneurs,” said
Summers. “ | look forward to
advocating on their behdf, to pre-
sarving and forwarding the interests
of free enterprise, and helping to
srengthen the New England
economy,” Summers added.

Raisad in Kewaneg, 1llinois,
Summers earned an associates
degree from Blackhawk College-
East and a bachel ors degree from the
Universty of Illinois-Urbana/
Champaign. He and hiswife Ruth,
live in Scarborough, Maine with their
two children, Triciaand Chas.

SBA to conduct business information workshops
during March and April

The U.S. Smdl Business Adminigtration will conduct free business information workshops during the months
of March and April.

Each workshop will include an overview of the many programs and services offered by the SBA, the basics
of awdl-written business plan, and information about how to obtain financing for asmdl business. The two-hour
ons are open to the public free of charge. Seating is limited, o pre-registration is suggested.

The workshop dates and locations are:
Saturday, March 26, 9L00 am. to Noon, Greater Westerly-Pawcatuck Area Chamber of Commerce, 1 Cham-
ber Way, Westerly, R..; Friday, April 8, 9:00 to 11:00 am., Centra R.I. Chamber of Commerce, Sade' s Ferry
Business Center, 3288 Post Road, Warwick; and Tuesday, April 12, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Pawtucket Public
Library, 13 Summer Street, Pawtucket.

To regidter, cal the SBA at (401) 528-4561, or online at www.sba.gov/ri and select the Online Seminar
Registrations link.

USEFUL WEB SITES

SBA, Rhode Island www.sbal/gov/ri

SCORE wWww.score.org

Rl Small Business Development Center ~ www.risbdc.org

Center for Women & Enterprise www.cweonline.org

R.l. Procurement Technical Asst. Cntr www.federaldollars.com
Kauffman Foundation Resources www.entreworld.org
Workforce Partnership of Greater RI www.griworkforce.org

Home-based Business Assn. of RI www.homebasedbusinessri.com
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the
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Director’s
Stephen D. Umberger Desk

| want to the join the many
individuals across New England in
welcoming Charles Summers asthe
SBA'sRegion | Adminigrator.

Y ou may have seen the articles
about his gppointment in the loca
press. Hevisited the Rhode Idand
Didrict Office the day after his
swearing in ceremony in Mane.
Charlie took the time to mest
individudly with the didtrict office
gaff and spoke with them about his
plan to be very visble to the Rhode
Idand samdl busness community.
He expectsto make alot of vidtsto
small businesses across New

England to find out how the
SBA can assist them.

Asaformer business owner,
Charlie understands the issues
that affect entrepreneurs.

| invite you to contact the
digtrict office with questions or
concerns about smal business
issues that you would like
directed to the regiona adminis-
trator. Also, if your organization
is planning a business event that
you would like Charlie Summers
to atend, please call our office.

The Rhode Idand Didtrict
Office gaff isbusy reaching out
to the smdl busness community.
We have conducted a dozen
workshops over the past two
months and more are scheduled
in the coming weeks. | urge you
to check our onlinetraining
caendar often to find out when
we will bein your community.

Workshop on SBA loan program for
commercial real estate scheduled April 7

The SBA and the certified deve-
opment companies for Rhode Idand
invite lenders to attend a workshop
on the 504 loan program. The
sesson will be held on Thursday,
April 7 from 8 am. to noon at the
Kirkbrae Country Club, 197 Old
River Road, Lincoln, R.I. Registra-
tion beginsa 7:30 am.

The workshop is presented by
the National Association of Develop-
ment Companies (NADCO). In-
dructor Richard Jeffrey will show
attendees how to effectively usethe
504 loan program. Jeffrey isapast
president of NADCO and a national
504 trainer.

The SBA 504 |oan program
provides up to 90 percent financing

for the purchase and /or expan-
son of commercid red edate
and the acgistion of machinery
and equipment at alow fixed
rate for up to 20 years.

Codt for the workshop is
$20.00 in advance and includes
breakfast and workshop materi-
as.

Regigter by sending your
name, address, phone number
and a check made payable to
RICIC to RICIC, 100 Crown
Street, New Haven, CT 06510.
Registration deadlineis
Thursday, March 31.

Direct questionsto Barbara
McManus at (866) 776-6172
Ext. 30.

The Web dte addressis
www.sba.goviri.

The annua Gresater Providence
Chamber of Commerce Business
Expo will be hdd April 26 and 27,
and once again the SBA and our
resource partners will be playing
an activeroleintheevent. The
Rhode Idand Disgtrict Office and
our resource partners, SCORE,
the Rhode Idand Small Business
Development Center, and the
Center for Women & Enterprise
will be exhibiting at the expo.
Please make it apoint to stop by
and vist us. We will have a supply
of 2005 Rhode Idand Smdll
Business Resource Guides avall-
able and other information about
SBA programs and services.

SCORE to present
business planning series

A free“business bascs’
series will be presented each
Saturday during April at the
Providence Public Library, 225
Washington Street.

The seriesis presented by
SCORE: Counselorsto
America’s Small Business, a
SBA resource partner.

Workshop topics are:

April 9: Adminigrative and Legd
Congderations; April 16:
Marketing; April 23: Financing;
and April 30: How to Writea
Business Plan. Each workshop
runs from 9:30 am. to 12:30
p.m.

Regiger by cdling Ann
Poulos at (401) 455-8005
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SBA and Fidelity

partner to present a

workshop on

retirement planning

Most smdl business owners
are usudly too busy with the
day-to-day details of running
their businesses to think about
planning for retirement. In an
effort to provide more informa:
tion about retirement planning,
the SBA and Fddity Invest-
ments are partnering to present
aseries of retirement work-
shops for small business.

Thefirg in the series,
Sdecting a Retirement Plan for
Your Smdl Busness will be
held on Wednesday, March 30
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at
Kirkbrae Country Club, 197
Old River Road in Lincoln, R.I.
A complimentary buffet dinner
will be provided.

The workshop will cover the

importance of saving for retire-
ment, retirement plan options,
and resources available to help
gmadl business owners become
better informed about investing
for retirement.

Attendees will learn about
why establishing aretirement
plan may lead to better em-
ployee recruitment and reten-
tion, tax deferred asset growth,
and reduction of current taxes.

Seating for the workshop is
limited, so pre-regidration is
required. Register online at
www.sba.gov/ri and sdect the
Online Seminar Registrations
link, or call (800) 742-1567,
extenson 55555. Theregidra-
tion deadlineis March 23.

Small business procurement fair
scheduled in Providence March 29

Government and large bus-
nesses buy everything from paper
clipsto golf cartsto information
technology and they are looking for
gmadl businesses that are woman-
owned, disadvantaged, veteran-
owned, service-disabled owned
and in HUBZones and smadl
businessesin generd.

The SBA will be among the
exhibitors and participantsin the
Alliance New England Conference
on March 29 from 8 am. to 4 p.m.
at the Rhode Idand Convention
Center. Alliance New England isa
matchmaking fair desgned to
provide smal busnesses with the
resources to do business success-
fully with government agencies and
prime contractors.

Opening remarks will be
delivered by Mark S. Hayward,
director of the Rhode Idand SBA
office and acting director of the
SBA Massachusetts Didtrict
Office.

Workshops will be presented
throughout the day detailing
success strategies for doing
bus ness with the government.
Among the presenters will be
representatives from the SBA, R.I.
Smadl Business Development
Center, and the Center for Women
& Enterprise.

Attendees will have the
opportunity to meet one-on-one
with purchasing agents.

For more information, visit
www.dlianceforbiz.com, or cdl
1(800) 421-8476.
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